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STUDENT CONDUCT

Good citizenship in schools is based on respect and consideration for the rights of others.

Students will be expected to conduct themselves in a way that the rights and privileges of
others are not violated. They will be required to respect constituted authority, to conform
to school rules and to those provisions of law that apply to their conduct.

Any of the following actions may subject a student to expulsion by the principal under
the terms of M.G.L. 71:37H:

1. Found on school premises or at school-sponsored or school-related events,
including athletic games, in possession of a dangerous weapon, a
controlled substance as defined in Chapter 94C and/or alcohol.

2. Assaulting a principal, assistant principal, teacher, teacher's aide or other
educational staff member on school premises or at school-sponsored or
school-related event including athletic games.

Any of the following actions will subject a student to suspension, expulsion, subject to
School Committee action, or other disciplinary measures:

1. Intentionally causing or attempting to cause damage to school property; or
stealing or attempting to steal school property.

2. Intentionally causing or attempting to cause damage to private property;
stealing or attempting to steal private property.

3. Intentionally causing or attempting to cause physical injury, battery or
inappropriate physical contact to another person except in self-defense.

4. Using or copying the academic work of another and presenting it as his
own without proper attribution.

5. Repeatedly and intentionally defying the valid authority of supervisors,
teachers, or administrators.

An account of prohibited actions will be printed in a handbook or other publication and
made available to students and parents.

School building administrators will not suspend a student, or recommend a student for
suspension or expulsion, unless the student has engaged in one of the prohibited actions
mentioned above while on school property or taking part in a school activity off school
grounds.

When a student is expelled under the provisions of this section, no school or school
district within the Commonwealth shall be required to admit such student or to provide
educational services to said student. If said student does apply for admission to another
school or school district, the Superintendent



of the school district to which the application is made may request and shall receive from
the Superintendent of the school expelling said student a written statement of the reasons
for said expulsion.
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Upon a student being convicted of a felony or upon an adjudication or admission in court
of guilt with respect to such a felony or felony delinquency, the Principal of a school in
which the student is enrolled may expel said student if such Principal determines that the
student's continued presence in school would have a substantial detrimental effect on the
general welfare of the school. The student shall receive written notification of the charges
and reasons for such expulsion prior to such expulsion taking effect. The student shall
also receive written notification of his/her right to appeal and the process for appealing
such expulsion, provided, however, that the expulsion shall remain in effect prior to any
appeal hearing conducted by the Superintendent.

The student shall have the right to appeal the expulsion to the Superintendent. The
student shall notify the Superintendent in writing of his request for an appeal no later than
five calendar days following the effective date of the expulsion. The Superintendent shall
hold a hearing with the student and the student's parent/guardian within three calendar
days of the expulsion. At the hearing, the student shall have the right to present oral and
written testimony on his/her behalf. and shall have the right to counsel. The
Superintendent shall have the authority to Overturn or alter the decision of the Principal,
including recommending an alternate educational program for the student. The
Superintendent shall render his/her decision on the appeal within five calendar days of
the hearing. Such decision shall be the final decision of the Franklin Public Schools with
regard to the suspension.

Upon expulsion of such student, no school or school district shall be required to provide
educational services to such student.
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http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/71-37h.htm

